Symphony No. 5 in E minor Opus 64 of Peter Ilyitch Tchaikovsky 
(Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Seiji Ozawa, conductor; WNCN) 

La reine est morte vive la reine: "Her Majesty the Queen breathed 
her last at 6:30 PM, surrounded by her children and grandchildren" 
June 20, 1837--January 22, 1901: a dialectic between Her Majesty 
and an island a dialectic between Her Majesty and a century and 
"People knelt in the fields as the train sped by" (Queen Victoria: 
Born to Succeed of Elizabeth Longford, 1965; page five sixty-three 
in the October 1971 Pyramid Book edition) Victoria Victorian form 
and "Victoria was a woman not only of vast property but of in- 
numerable possessions. She had inherited an immense quantity of 
furniture, of ornaments, of china, of plate, of valuable objects 
of every kind; her purchases, throughout a long life, made a 
formidable addition to these stores; and there flowed in upon her, 
besides, from every quarter of the globe, a constant stream of 


gifts. Over this enormous mass she exercised an unceasing and 


minute supervision, and the arrangement and the contemplation of 
it, in all its details, filled her with an intimate satisfaction 
The collecting instinct has its roots in the very depths of human 
nature; and, in the case of Victoria, it seemed to owe its force 
to two of her dominating impulses--the intense sense, which had 
always been hers, of her own personality, and the craving which, 
growing with the years, had become in her old age almost an ob- 
session, for fixity, for solidity, for the setting up of palpable 
barriers against the outrages of change and time. When she con- 
sidered the multitudinous objects which belonged to her, or, better 
still, when, choosing out some section of them as the fancy took 
her, she actually savoured the vivid richness of their individual 
qualities, she saw herself deliciously reflected from a million 
facets, felt herself magnified miraculously over a boundless area, 
and was well pleased... Every single article in the Queen's 
possession was photographed from several points of view. These 
photographs were submitted to Her Majesty, and when, after care- 
ful inspection, she had approved of them, they were placed in a 
series of albums, richly bound. Then, opposite each photograph, 
an entry was made, indicating the number of the article, the 
number of the room in which it was kept, its exact position in 
the room and all of its principal characteristics. The fate of 
every object which had undergone this process was henceforth 


irrevocably sealed. The whole multitude, once and for all, took 





